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WA NO INTEREST LOANS NETWORK 
Statement by Member for Maylands 

MS L.L. BAKER (Maylands) [12.59 pm]: WA No Interest Loans Network, known as WA NILS, is a not-for-
profit organisation that offers interest-free loans to low-income earners to help them purchase essential 
household items. Established in 2001, WA NILS is based in the metropolitan area, but services applicants from 
all over the state. The organisation recently celebrated a significant milestone, approving its 10 000th loan to 
Raeline Williams of Wyndham. Raeline is a mother of four and she received absolutely free a washing machine 
and freezer that she had applied for through the scheme. WA NILS manager, John Ambrose, tells me that nearly 
50 per cent of borrowers are Aboriginal, with pensioners, single parents, people with disabilities, medical or 
health issues and newly arrived migrants comprising a large proportion of borrowers. On average there is a 
97 per cent success rate in repayments, and this is by people who generally cannot get loans through other means 
due to their low income, poor credit rating or lack of credit history. They can apply for up to $1 500 for the 
purchase of items such as refrigerators, clothes dryers and hot water systems. Some even need to apply for this 
loan to purchase essential medical equipment. The borrowers make repayment through fortnightly deductions 
from their Centrelink payments. Over the past 12 months applications for loans have tripled, from 50 per month 
to 150. In 2007-08, loans totalling half a million dollars were granted and in 2008-09 that figure increased to 
nearly $1.3 million. WA NILS is like many other non-government organisations in this state struggling to meet 
increasing demand as more and more people find themselves unable to meet the escalating costs of living. I 
applaud the work that is being done by John Ambrose and WA NILS.  
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